TEMPORAL PUNISHMENT

he was received in triumph at his new estate of Marigny, com-
plimented by Monsieur le cure and his parishioners, led to his
bench in church to the sound of Te Deum! The village girls
and boys, dressed as shepherds and shepherdesses, preceded
by the mounted police, accompanied him with songs; when
they reached the chateau they presented their new lord with
the local wine ornamented with flowers and garnished with
marchpane (a gift much appreciated by old Fishy, who was
fond of the bottle and of whom his daughter says with neces-
sary reticence on the occasion of an illness: 'He treats himself
in his own fashion. ...'). After dark there were fireworks in
the park and the inhabitants illuminated their windows. The
night was spent in dancing. He wrote to his children:

"Thank God, my arrival, which I dreaded so much, has
been made; I should have been cross now if it had not taken
place.'

Pompadour was very anxious that the chateau should be
properly furnished. On this subject Poisson writes to Abel:

'Your sister wishes to send me, on the back of a porter, the
prettiest writing table in the world. Also, in spite of all I can
say she wants to lend me her upholsterer-----*

And again: 'Monsieur de la Reyniere has just sent me by his
messenger a case in which I found a complete green suit,
embroidered, and with gold buttonholes, the most beautiful
thing in the world, which your sister has given me. That dear
sister knows only how to give and please everybody/

And again: 'Your dear sister is adorable, one only has to
wait for her heart to speak/

Monsieur Poisson built at Marigny a chapel with a dome
and placed in it the rosary which the Pope had given to Abel
during his visit to Rome. This charmed the local cure, who
must have been a very guileless soul; for Fishy assures us that
the cure is 'quite crazy about him'! Monsieur de Nolhac (who
understood him much better than the fastidious de Goncourts)
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